MAEIE ANTOINETTE.

idyls which was the prelude to such horrible tragedies,
simplicity was all the rage. Marie Antoinette used
to wear a dress of white linen, and a shepherdess's,
preferring natural flowers to the most magnificent
jewels. Nevertheless, the jewellers persuaded the
first gentleman-in-waiting to show the necklace to
Louis XVI., who was delighted with it, and had it
shown to Marie Antoinette.

The Queen thought the necklace very handsome,
as, in fact, it was ; but she was averse to having any
such sum spent upon her. Michelet says: " Royalty,
as a religion, as a permanent miracle, requires glit-
tering, dazzling splendors. The strange sparkles of
a diamond serve as a fairy-like mystery, an aureole."
Such was not Marie Antoinette's opinion. She said
that diamonds were worn at court only about three
or four times a year, that she already had enough,
and that the money which the necklace would cost
had better be spent in building a vessel of the state,
which would be much more useful. Boehmer, one
of the jewellers, was in despair at this refusal. He
obtained an audience with the Queen, and told her,
in great distress, that he should be ruined, and would
drown himself, if the necklace were not bought. The
Queen said to him : " The King wanted to give me
the necklace; I declined it; so don't speak to me
about it. Try to take it apart, and to sell it piece-
meal ; and don't drown yourself."

This was in December, 1778. The Queen had just
given birth to her first child, Madame Royale (later